
South Harpenden Allotments and Gardens Society 

 

Seed Potatoes 2024 + Growing Notes 

Please note that the copyright of most of the images in this document subsists among the members of 

the Safe Haven Certification Scheme for Seed Potatoes, from whose members we obtain our supplies. 

Other images are from Cornell University and the University of Michigan, whose copyright is 

acknowledged. The images are given here to help members choose from the varieties we offer. The 

images must not be further distributed or copied. 

Sales of the blight-resistant Sarpo varieties have been very poor. We have, therefore, decided not to 

stock them this year. 

Our merchant has informed us that the following varieties have failed for various reasons: 

International Kidney (aka Jersey Royal), Anya, Valor. We have tried to fill these gaps with other 

recommended varieties – see below.  

Crop failure is mentioned increasingly in these notes. We obtain our seed potatoes from a merchant in 

Scotland, as do most growers in the UK, because the risk of disease in Scottish soils is much less than 

elsewhere. However, the weather in Scotland in the last two years has been erratic – unusual heat and 

torrential rain. Many growers have seen their fields flooded or otherwise affected. We do our best to 

offer alternatives to those varieties which have failed. Some of these are more modern varieties and 

have better disease resistance, greater yields etc. We commend them to you. 

 

Potato Diseases:  

 

Blight: We get lots of questions in the shop at potato selling time about this serious disease of both 

potatoes and tomatoes (Suttons Seeds claim to have the world’s first blight resistant tomato – 

‘Crimson Crush’ see: http://suttons.co.uk for further information). Blight is caused by a soil-borne 

fungus (Phytophthora infestans), the spores of which overwinter in UK soils. There are many strains 

of the fungus and no potatoes or tomatoes are entirely resistant to one or the other of them, but see 

above. It is not possible to kill off the fungus spores in the soil. Blight is a much greater menace to 

second earlies and – especially – main crop varieties of potato and to outdoor tomatoes, i.e. those 

crops which spend the longest time in the soil, than it is to the earlier maturing varieties. However, 

blight CAN strike very early under the right conditions. If you want to keep up-to-date see: 

http://www.adhb.org.uk/blightspy (this has replaced Blightwatch).  

Bayer Garden Blight Control is a product available to the amateur gardener and suppliers can be 

found via the world wide web. Like all such chemicals you should read the instructions very 

carefully especially in relation to the gap between application and consumption of the tubers. It 

can help, with late blight, to remove all the leaves of the affected plants. However, this will likely 

affect yields. The affected foliage should be taken away and not added to your compost heap. Many 

websites recommend that it should be burned - not easy with wet foliage and one must bear in mind 

the Society’s rules over bonfires. 

 

http://suttons.co.uk/
http://www.adhb.org.uk/blightspy


 

The onset of potato blight 

Eelworm/potato cyst nematodes: Similarly, most potatoes grown in the UK are susceptible to some 

degree to these pests, of which there are many forms. There is little you can do about 

eelworm/nematodes except to leave a gap of 3 to 4 years before you grow potatoes again in the same 

location. Earthing up is supposed to offer some protection but the evidence for this is poor. 

 

 

The cyst nematodes are the yellow spheres on the roots 



Scab:  The causes of potato scab are still the subject of debate. Although unsightly, the scabs are 

easily removed by peeling and the potatoes are edible. Control is best done by NOT liming the soil 

and by making sure that the crop is well-watered during tuber growth, i.e. during the last 6 to 8 weeks 

of the growing cycle. 

 

Blackleg: is caused by the bacterium Pectobacterium atrosepticum and only affects potatoes. It is one 

of the earliest potato diseases to appear, sometimes as early as June, especially in wet years. You may 

see the following symptoms: as early as June the stems of potato plants appear stunted and pale green 

or yellow, leaves at the top of affected stems may be small, stiff and have margins curled inwards. At 

ground level, these affected stems appear black and rotted, and if tubers form, the flesh may be grey 

or brown and rotten. Control is mostly by lifting and destroying any infected plants, by rotation of 

potatoes, by buying only certified seed. Charlotte is noted for its resistance to blackleg. There are no 

chemical controls.  

 

Blackleg affecting the lower parts of stems 

Spraing: is a disease that affects only the potato tubers and causes brown streaks in the flesh. Spraing 

is most commonly caused by two viruses, tobacco rattle virus (TRV) which is transmitted by  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Potato
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tuber
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Viruses
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tobacco_rattle_virus


nematodes, or potato mop top virus (PMTV) transmitted by the powdery scab fungus Spongospora 

subterranea. Control of the disease is generally by ensuring that seed is disease free although the 

strain transmitted by nematodes can be controlled to some extent by the use of nematicides. 

 

Spraing affecting tubers 

Waxy versus Floury: the only floury potatoes that we have this year are King Edward and Maris 

Piper – and even these are nowhere near as floury as the potatoes which you get, for example, in 

Ireland. Most of our potatoes have some degree of ‘waxiness’ but, probably, the waxiest varieties are:  

Caledonian Pearl, Charlotte, La Ratte and La Belle de Fontenay. Some people regard Wilja as 

intermediate between waxy and floury. 

Liming: this is, or was, regarded as almost essential for the growing of decent potatoes. The practice 

arose because potatoes were often grown in very organic soils or very sandy soils, and these soils are 

generally quite acid; hence liming could be of benefit (there is a whole range of interactions between 

the acidity of a soil and other nutrient components). There is also some belief that liming gives 

potatoes with stronger skins but this is disputed.  By and large the soils on our allotments are not 

particularly acid so liming is not necessary in our soils. 

The Shop: We expect to be selling the following varieties in the shop in 2024.  As of last year, we 

have ordered mostly those potatoes which seem to sell consistently well BUT also some newer 

varieties to replace those unavailable this year and in response to members’ requests. Supplies 

will be limited and once they are sold out, we cannot get any more.  

 

 

 

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Nematodes
https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Potato_mop_top_virus&action=edit&redlink=1
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Powdery_scab
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Fungus
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Nematicide


 

Growing guide 

 

FIRST EARLIES: The rough (very rough) rule of thumb is that these are ready to harvest from about 

80 – 90 days after planting. First Earlies do not store well and are best consumed fairly quickly. 

 

 



 

 ‘SALAD’ POTATOES 

 

Salad potatoes are often thought of as the earliest to mature. Most are, in fact, First or Second Earlies 

or Maincrop varieties so can be left in the ground well into the Summer. Some First Earlies such as 

Caledonian Pearl are also grown as salad or new potatoes as are La Ratte and La Belle de Fontenay 

(see below). If you want small (new) potatoes, then dig them up earlier but yields can be small in 

terms of weight. Ready from about 80-90 days after planting. 

 
 



 

A WAXY salad variety better left to get slightly bigger than new potato size. Resistant to blackleg.    

 

A Maincrop potato commonly grown as a salad potato. This is famously knobbly and can be a prolific 

cropper. Can also be left in the ground well into the Autumn when the tubers can get large. Many 

people describe it as the tastiest of potatoes. Others find the task of getting every last knobbly bit out 



of the soil (very necessary if you don’t want potatoes everywhere in the following year) and the 

labours of cleaning the tubers are great deterrents (you have been warned !!!). 

La Belle de Fontenay: Long, pale yellow tubers that are notably waxy. Can be treated as a 

‘new’ potato or a ‘salad’ variety. Has been described as the tastiest of potatoes. 

 

SECOND EARLIES: As a very rough rule of thumb, ready about 100 to 120 days after planting. 

Note ‘Rocket’, nominally sold as a first early, is usually grown as a second early. 

 



 

 

 



 

MAINCROP: Ready after about 120 days. You can often leave these varieties in the ground until late 

September. 

 



 

 

 



La Ratte: we have had many requests for this variety over the years but supplies in the UK have 

always been very limited. It is, by reputation, one of the tastiest potatoes available. It is also very 

waxy. It is an early maincrop or even a late second early. Because of its waxiness it can also be grown 

as a ‘salad’ potato. Yields are reputed to be good. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 
Marvel: this potato is a newer variety and is a good substitute for Valor. It is an early maincrop and 

can be high yielding. It produces large potatoes that are perfect for baking, chips and wedges. It has a 

smooth cream-coloured skin with shallow eyes. Marvel has been found to be ideal for the 

unpredictable summers of the UK. 

 

 

 
 



There is some further information at www.potatoes.agricrops.org. The cessation of the national potato 

levy in 2018 means that the Agriculture and Horticulture Development Board (AHDB) no longer 

conducts its own trials. The website above contains the AHDB historical list plus information from 

breeders. There is no obligation on the latter to submit information so the list is now patchy and – in 

places – out of date, but is still a very useful starting point. 

 

 

http://www.potatoes.agricrops.org/

